
NCBA CHAIRMAN SAYS COW HERD
NEEDS TO GROW TO MEET DEMAND
by Charlene M, Shupp, Espershade, Special Sectiors Ed.itor

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. - The bee{
indusrry.is enjolng high prices, righr now
In pan, they are in response to tle smallest
national cow herd sitce 1957 and a weak
U.S, dollar, which is encouaging beef er-
ports, Now is the time to grow, one beef
indusnv leader savs.

Don Pemberton, National Catdemens
Beef Association (NCBA) policy divrsron
vice chairman, was the kelnote speaker at
che Pennsylvania Cartlemen's Associacion
Banquet last week at Celebration Hall,
StatJ Collega "It does none of us any good
to see our industry shrinkj'he said.

The cow/calf producer might questron
dre idea since it would most likely mean
lower calfprices. But, unless dre herd grows,
it could have long-term impacts, "We will
lose bunl soace in the feedlot. lose shackle
space in t-[re packers, ard we will lose she]f
space in the grocery storel' Pemberton said.
His familv operates Fox Creek Catde Co,
in Kentuclry. He is a past Kentudry Catde-
mens Association president and has been
a part of fie NCBA executive comminee
since 2008.

Pemberton discussed the long-range
plan released last fall by beef industry stake-
holders. "This is not iust NCBA"s plan,' he
said, All parts of thi catde indusirv drain
gthered io develop the plan for the beef
industry, "Every segment of the industry
has to be successfi:l for the cattle industry
to be successfull' Pembertor.r said. The ac-
tion plan focused on building domestic and
global tradc public perception of dre cattle
industry, and regularions. He said the main
point in the report was to expand the U.S,
cow nero.

Pemberton also presented an uodate
on legrsLarNe acclvlry lne Dlg pusll rs ro
make sure catdemen are not "resulated our
ot busrlress, NLUA leadershlD a1ld srxff
are looking harder at regulation compared
with legislation. He referenced President
Barack Obama's State of the Union prom-
ise to evaluate tie adminisrarion's current
regulations for any thar hinderjob creation.
NCBA is workins with the administranon
to highlight 

"re"s 
th"t hinder catdemen,

Tl.re pending dust regulatior is one example.
Pemberton said the current orooosal would
'make 

it illegal to drive a pickup truck down
a duscy roadi' The "brighr shining star" of
the beefindustry this year is trade, he said.
Trade is expected to continue to grow this

year. He said rhar last year was rhe firsr year
beef canle exports exceeded beef imports
sio.ce 1947. "Finally the global economy
got in shape, so we are exporting' he said.
Several ftee rrade agreements are srill not
signed ar,d rarifred,- including those with
Kotea, Colombia and Panama, which are
supported by NCBA,

Pemberton spoke oitiqllv about
GIPSA. USDA is revieu"ins all of'dre com-
ments received on the rula llis family mar-
kets some of its bedunder conract,"I don't
want to be told by fie governrnent what
price I can get for my catde," he said-

Before announcing the new Pennsyl-
vada beef ambassador, outgoing ambas-
sador Kristen Sruft reflecrcd on her year.
She stressed the importance of promoting
the industrp safng "frnd something you are
good at" to help promote beel The 2011-
12 Pennsylvania BeefAmbassador is Arika
Snyder. BQA, PCA Awards Presented.
The Pennsylvania Beef Council selected
two farms for their work with dre Beef

Quality Assuriurce progran (BQA). The
beef award was presented to Les and Nancy
Midla. The dairv award was oresented to
Logan Dower.- 

The Pennsyhania Catdemens Asso-
ciation recognized outstanding catde opera-
tions and producem as part of tle banquet
Bob and Margaret Duprey ofCherry Knoll
Farm, West Grove, eamed the Seedstock
Breeder of the Year Award. The fann which
was nominated by the Pemsylvania Angus
Association, has 230 acres of oasture and. ' ' .
nay grou nd, ard crose to ouPureoreo Angus
catde. The farm has shown rational cham-
oions, seen bulls entet into stud and bted^the 

Roll of Vctory (ROV) Show Heifer
of the Year. It also hosts a private treaty sale
each fall with buyers coming from across the
countfy.

The Environmental Stewardshio
Award was presenred ro Mike Sherman
of Montgomery. The farm, Shenrun Beef
Catde, has made environmental imorove-
rnents in the past chree years, following
a conservation plan. It has developed an
intensive rotational grazing system, water
quality improvements, wastewater ffuurage-
ment and no-till practices, The farm was
also recognized this year as the "Cooperator
of the Year" by the Lycoming Counry Con-
servation District It was nominated by the
Pennsylvania Hereford Association.

fuchard and Susan Blank, owners
of Blank Ranch in Scenerv Hill, won the
Lonunercnl Low Hero or u,a ,oa award
The fina malages its catde on a ronrional
grazirrq systenr ro nta.rimize resources. The
Fr.m has comoleted the Pennsl'lvania Beef

Quality Assurance program, It was nomt-
nated by Dave Nogan.

Tbe Induscry Service Award was pre-
sented to Jeff Nogal, a cow/c;rlf and feed-
lor owner fromJerm1,n. He was recognizcd
for serving on several boards, including the
Pennsdvaiia Catdemen's Associarion and
t-entef fof Deet Exceuence l-le nas aso
hosted meetinss and tours at his farm. No-
gan is a past piesident of the Pennsylvarua
Camlemens Association. Mary and Kevin
Noldy made the nomination,

Frank Stoltzfus was nominated for the
Special Appreciation Awrd by the PCA
Field Day Commitree for his leadership in
planning the 2010 6e1d day. Stoltzfus works
at the Masonic Villase beef farm, whete the
6eld day was held. 

-

Scholarships were presented to college
students Lindsay Upperman, Andy Hard-
ing and Ryan Fairbaim.

Beef Youth Compete in PJCA Show
Penasvlvania Tunior Canlemens Associa-
tion (PJCA) members exhibited 171 steers
and heifers at the 22nd AnnualJunior Steer
and Heifer Previerv Show on March 25 at
the Snider Asricultural Arena.

About 80 purebred atrd crossbted
catde competed i; the heifer show Seven
breeds competed for overall grand dram-
pion heifer. The champion crossbred heifer,
owned by Evan Vonida of Mill Hall, was
named grand champion. Whimey Beas of
Mcctu; exhibited ;eserve champion heifer,
a crossbred heifet

The steer show had 91. steers com-
pering for grand champion. The charnpion
bantrer went to Shannon Braman of Bed-
ford for her champion hear.'yweight steer,
Tyler Bowman of Accident, Md., exhibited
the reserve champion-

Other champions
from both shows are as follows:

Heifet Show
Ansus: Matt Mitchdl
neretofcl: I [Ianv Dowmal
Maine Influence:'Terill lohn Bovd
Shorthom: Champiotr M.L"vl" Ston"
Slmmenta-L Lar rn Woffgang
All Orher Breeds: McCall Griffith
Steer Show
Lightweight Steer: Britrany Truax
Middleweight Steer: Clayton Gado&
Healyweight Steer: Shannon Bramal
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